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Abigail’s Story – Luke 1.5-25 https://player.captivate.fm/episode/868a7c2e-e921-4837-87cd-94c559efa898/ 
From ‘Women of the Nativity’ by Paula Gooder 
Abigail’s husband is taking his very first turn serving as a priest in the Temple. Elizabeth has accompanied her husband on countless occasions. Both women hope their husbands will be chosen this time for the honour of tending the incense in the Holy Place.
For reflection
◦ ﻿﻿The Temple was thought of as the 'gateway to Heaven'-  ﻿﻿a place where God's presence would be more likely to be encountered than in other places. Are there places that you think of as places where you a more likely to encounter God?
◦ ﻿﻿Why do you think Zechariah was struck dumb after he met the angel? It's an odd feature of the story, as Mary seems to have been as surprised by the angel's message to her as Zechariah was, but she wasn't struck dumb in the same way.
◦ ﻿﻿The phrase 'the Lord's favour' or 'God's favour' appears over and over again throughout the Bible. We take it as a positive thing, but many stories imply that God's favour turns people's lives upside down and inside out. How would you interpret 'God's favour' as a phrase?



It might help you to know ...
Priests in the Temple
During the reigns of David and Solomon, the descendants of Aaron were split into twenty-four sections. The eighth of these was the section of Abijah. All priests would serve in the Temple for the three main festivals - Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles - and for the rest of the time they would live somewhere in Israel and would return for a week's service once every six months i.e. they would serve in the Temple for two weeks a year plus the three festivals).
As they would have been literate, it is thought that for the rest of their time they would have acted as scribes in the places where they lived.
Temple service
Numbers 8.23-26 gives the age that a Levite can serve in what was then the Tabernacle as twenty-five (with an upper limit of fifty). 1 Chronicles 23.27 states that David reduced this to twenty. It is assumed that a similar age range was given for Priests as well.
Between them, the Priests and Levites looked after both the Temple building and the worship that took place within it. This involved duties ranging from animal sacrifice through to cleaning and upkeep of the Temple. It is hard to be sure exactly which duties fell to the Priests and which to the Levites, though the Levites appear to have been Temple musicians and gatekeepers to the Temple. Only the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies, and only then on the Day of Atonement. But a priest would enter the Holy Place (the area in front of the Holy of Holies) to burn incense and pray twice a day. Luke implies that they were chosen by lot to do this.
The casting of lots
The garments of the High Priest are described in detail in Exodus 28. They include the Ephod and the Breastplate which together seem to have formed a container for the Urim and Thummim. It isn't entirely clear how the Urim and Thummim were used to make decisions, but the description I give in the story seems to be the closest we can get. It would be a cumbersome task twice a day, so it may not have happened like this every day. As with other details in these stories, however, I am taking what the biblical text says at face value.
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