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	Sermon… A child of God is always loved, welcomed and invited to be restored

Today it’s Mothering Sunday – traditionally time when Christians return home to their mother church, the place where they were baptised and born into the Christian faith. So it’s apt that the gospel reading from today tells the story of the prodigal son returning home to a loving parent after striking out on his own. 

The story is an imaginary tale, told by Jesus, to get people thinking. He tells it in response to criticism from the Pharisees and teachers of the law, who are gossiping about him, because he is associating with sinners and tax collectors. In fact not just associating, he’s eating with them! Something, in Jesus’ day, that was indicative of acceptance and recognition. 
 
And so you’ll probably have guessed that the story, Jesus tells, is about much more than going home for a visit! It is about reconciliation, and God’s abundant love and welcome for all his children. 

So what is reconciliation? Well, the Cambridge dictionary says that ‘Reconciliation’ is a situation in which two people or groups of people become friendly again after they have argued. And we often use it in the church to speak of God’s forgiveness after we have sinned, because our relationship I brought back together. 

In the story there are three main characters. Can you remember who they are?
· The younger son
· The older son 
· The Father

Characters
1. Yes, the younger son, the prodigal of our story after whom the story is named; who asks for his inheritance early and then leaves home.
2. Yes, the loving father who, instead of giving his son a piece of his mind, actually gives him his inheritance(!) and lets him go off and do as he pleases. 
3. Yes, the older son, the one who stayed behind and was none too pleased when his brother returned and was thrown a party!

So since we are talking about becoming friends again after an argument. Can you tell me who are the characters that are in conflict, in the story? Who is doing the arguing? 


Conflict between the: 
1. Younger son and Father - the prodigal who turns to his father and asks for his inheritance early. Something that was highly unusual back then. He is effectively saying ‘Dad, I don’t want to wait until you’re dead, I want my independence now, can we just act like you are dead to me!’ 

Ouch. That’s gotta hurt! Not only would there a physical distance between the father and the son, when he leaves town, but there would have been an emotional distance between them after a request like that. 

2. Younger son and the older son – the younger son leaving with his inheritance clearly had an impact on the older son. Who we see on his return is resentful of his brother. He not only had his inheritance early he also left him to be the one who carried out the work on the farm. The older brother doesn’t even recognise him as his brother, calling him ‘this son of yours’ when he talks to his father after. 

3. Father and the older son – there’s clearly been a sense of resentment brewing in the years whilst the younger son is gone. He says to his father that he has been ‘slaving for him’, his work perhaps becoming duty rather than something he does out of love. And he doesn’t get so much as a goat to have a party with his friends’. 

The older son, failing to see all that he has, being with his father all this time and failing to recognise his inheritance. And he is jealous of his brother’s welcome. Now resenting his father for welcoming his brother back after such poor behaviour.


So, I wonder where you see yourself in the story. Maybe those of us who are parents might associate themselves with the father. After all we all want to see ourselves in the best light.
But as we remember our baptism on this Mothering Sunday, we should reflect that we the children in the story. Children, that is, of God.
 
Some of us baptised as a baby, born as children of God a lifetime ago, and we have stayed in Church, our spiritual home, and been faithful. We’ve worked hard. Much like the Pharisee’s and teachers of the law, to whom Jesus told the story.   

Some of us, maybe baptised young or never knew about God until much later. Maybe, like the prodigal son, we were a little wild and reckless before we came to church, maybe we lived a life where we thought only of ourselves, enjoying the good things until they were all gone, and eventually ending up lost and alone. 

Jesus says later in Luke that he has come ‘to seek and to save the lost.’ And this story tells us of the abundant love and mercy of God, for ALL his children; no matter what they might have done in the past. That’s not to say our behaviour hasn’t hurt God and that sin created distance between us and God. But God’s love and his forgiveness is endless.  And through Jesus, who took the blame for all our sin, we can all be reconciled (made friends) again with God.

Our story also challenges us, those of us who can relate with the older child, to remember what we have. That God’s provision is ours too, it isn’t lessened because of God’s forgiveness, or welcome home, to the lost. And it’s not us who gets to decide who God forgives and who God welcomes into God’s Church.

To quote Jesus earlier in Luke, for every lost child that is found, ‘there will be rejoicing in heaven[endnoteRef:1].’ We just need to decide whether to join in the party, or whether to let it come between us and God.  [1:  Luke 15.7] 





