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	Sermon….. 

Good morning and welcome, today is the 6th Sunday of Easter, also Rogation Sunday. An ancient church festival in which we seek blessing on our community. The word rogation comes from the Latin verb ‘rogare’, meaning "to ask". And rogation invites people to ask, for blessing – for a particular place; for all its inhabitants; for every endeavour to promote the common good. It is totally inclusive – joining everyone together in seeking sustenance, and a commitment to play their part in its provision.

I wonder, if we were ask God for a blessing on our community today, what it would look like? And are WE committed the play our part in its provision?

In Matthew (7:7) Jesus says, ‘ask and it shall be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened to you’. So, what would be on YOUR wish list for THIS community? 

Perhaps it’s an end to poverty here, or the spread of happiness, or an end to loneliness, perhaps it’s a deepening of relationship with loved ones, or the development of something new. 

In our readings for today we get a glimpse of the blessings that God already has planned for us. And relationship is at the heart of them.  

In the gospel reading from John, Jesus, speaking with his disciples, is giving his final teaching before heading out to Gethsemane where he will be arrested. And he offers a promise of eternal relationship, loving and mutually committed.

Jesus says “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 

Since the very beginning, since the Garden of Eden, God’s plan has always been to make his home with humankind. To dwell in loving relationship with us. And all that has gone before, and all that God is unfolding, is all about the bringing of the Kingdom of God to earth, as it is in heaven. 

In Revelation we get a glimpse of what that might look like, in John’s prophetic vision of the new heaven and a new earth. With the throne on God and of the Lamb right down in the middle of the city street.  

He goes on to describe something like a new Garden of Eden with a new tree of life and the river of the water of life running through. A place where we are sustained with the fruit of the tree, and there is healing of the nations.  

But when we think of such things, they can feel distant, so far away from the reality of today. And something perhaps that God will bring to bear, in the future, long after we have gone. Perhaps it’s not even something we can imagine, and if you read Revelation, you wouldn’t be the only one whose imagination can’t quite capture it all. 
 
But we are reminded today, that God works in the lives of ordinary human beings, working together with Jesus, to bring about that very Kingdom. And we see something of it in Acts, where Paul and a very young Christian Church are making the first steps in the post resurrection unveiling of God’s kingdom plan. As we hear about the conversion of Lydia.  

The same Paul, whose conversion we heard about on the road to Damascus, a few weeks ago on the bank-holiday weekend. And God (re-)directs his gifts of determination and passion for righteousness, into sharing the gospel of Christ, throughout all nations. 

As we pick up with Paul as he journeys the land, he’s sent by God in a vision, to go to Macedonia. And I’m struck by just how much direction the Holy Spirit gives in his journey, after all God wants the gospel shared with all nations(!). But earlier in chapter 16, we’re told that he’s forbidden from going into Asia and the spirit of Jesus didn’t allow them to go to Bithynia.  

Instead Paul is sent specifically to Macedonia, and he ends up in Phillipi a place where there are so few (male) Jews there isn’t even a synagogue. But it soon becomes clear that God has been preparing the hearts of the people there, and beside the river, at a place where women have gathered to pray, he encounters a woman called Lydia. After hearing him preach she and her household were all baptised. It would be the first recorded convert in the modern west.

We know later there would grow a church, as Paul writes to the church in Philippi, in his letter to the Philippians.  

And so, I’m reminded that God’s hand is all over the spread of the gospel, with the most unlikely of people, and God’s planting churches at the right time and in the right place. And of the bringing of the kingdom of God to all nations on earth, according to his divine plan. 

Our readings are a reminder that God’s kingdom, eternal life with God, is about relationship; and community with God and with each other; it’s about worship and celebration and peace.  Where we aren’t held back by our physical needs as we eat from the tree of life and drink from the water of life. Where humanity, will both serve and will reign in perfect communion with God.   

In the gospel, Jesus says that the Father will send the Holy Spirit in his name – and will teach us and remind us of everything Jesus has said. And so as we prepare for Ascension on Thursday, let us turn to God and pray for his blessing upon our community, here in Newport. For an outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit afresh at Pentecost and let’s reaffirm our commitment to play our part in its provision. That God’s kingdom would come on earth, in this place, as it is in heaven. Amen. 
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