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Sermon: ....

Today is Christ the King, the last day of the liturgical year and fourth Sunday of the Kingdom. 

King Charles has likewise been in the news this week, as the government revealed that the King’s coronation cost the UK taxpayer a whopping £72 million. The coronation was described at the time as a ‘slimmed-down affair’, but still caught the attention of many, as the media captured in full colour the pomp and ceremony of one of Britain’s ancient traditions. In what the Department for Media, Culture and Sport called a ‘once-in-a-generation moment which provided an occasion for the entire country to come together in celebration and offered a unique opportunity to celebrate and strengthen our national identity and showcase the UK to the world’[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/how-much-the-kings-coronation-cost-the-uk-tax-payer-revealed/ar-AA1uCebs?ocid=BingNewsSerp] 

 
From some there was backlash, including the campaign group Republic, who called the Coronation a ‘pointless, archaic parade’, with the Chief executive Graham Smith saying: ‘At a time when so many people are struggling with the cost-of-living crisis, it is shameful that Charles insisted on this pointless extravaganza.’

Whatever your view the presence of a monarchy in a country, I think, it is formative as to its identity and culture. And whilst, in the UK, we are led by a constitutional monarchy – meaning that though the monarch is still the official head of state, the constitution imbues an elected legislature with actual power and the duties of government. Other examples of this type of monarchy can be found in places like Belgium, The Netherlands, Norway. But some monarchies in the world still retain absolute power – mostly found in the Middle East and Africa, for example in Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. 

And this was the model of leadership found in the ancient world, as we remember the people of Israel’s call for a King, in 1 Samuel (verse 8). God granting their request and telling Samuel not to feel cast off; that it was God they were rejecting as their king and warning them that (verse 11-17); 

‘the king who will reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. Some he will assign to be commanders’ […]’and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots.’[…]and you yourselves will become his slaves.’

In a world with so many people, I believe we now stand at 8.2 billion, all with competing needs and wants; It is natural to want good leadership. How often have we looked at those in positions of authority and felt exacerbated, wanting so much more from them. Integrity, wisdom, compassion?....

But there is always a price to pay. We are reminded, in the readings from today, that worldly kings and leaders will always be subject to the failings and flaws of humankind. Tempted by the desire for power, and authority, always thinking they know best and making sure that their own interests are served first. 

In the reading from Daniel, he tells of a prophetic dream, in which we are reminded of the ultimate authority of God. But in the verses prior, and in two verses excluded today (v11-12), we hear of the metaphorical beasts ruling the world, boastful, powerful creatures, devouring the riches of the world, with the people as victims. It is quite an image!  

But that the Ancient of Days, that’s God to you and I(!), strips them of their power and authority, and appoints the Son of Man (that is Jesus) with absolute and everlasting authority, glory and sovereign power.  The very same Jesus, who was there at the beginning, participating in creation itself, and whom in Revelation is described as ruler of the kings of the earth. 

But Jesus reminds us, in the gospel according to John, that he is not like the other, worldly, kings. Jesus says to Pilate (and I’m paraphrasing here); Yes I’m a king, but my kingdom is not like the kingdoms of the world. 

Christ’s kingdom is a divine kingdom, but it’s not detached. For Christ was born into the world. The Message translation puts it beautifully, in the gospel according to John (verse 14). 
‘The Word became flesh and blood,
    and moved into the neighbourhood.
We saw the glory with our own eyes,
    the one-of-a-kind glory,
    like Father, like Son,
Generous inside and out,
    true from start to finish.’

Jesus, King of the world, was born and led a human life. Not with pomp and ceremony, as we’ll find out when we explore the Christmas story in a few weeks, but in humility and to serve. And the reason Jesus was born into the world? Well Jesus tells us in the gospel, it ‘was to testify to the truth’.

The model of Christ the King, is one with absolute authority, but who leads with gentleness and humility and a servant heart. Who, for the sake of his people, suffered death on the cross. The kind of king, that came that we might be set free from oppression, and the chains of the world, and enter into glory in a heavenly kingdom. 

It's countercultural to think of a kingdom like that, but that’s what we are invited into. A place governed by truth and life, full of holiness and grace, of justice, and love and peace. No catch. It is a gift, but one we need to accept.

And when we do that is reason to celebrate. It is reason to worship with our whole hearts and give thanks and to praise our God. It is reason to participate in the work of the kingdom, to share God's amazing gift to us with all those around us. 

That they might know a Kingdom, and a King, like no other, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.
 



