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Sermon: Created to be in company – with creation, each other and with God 

Last weekend I was away in Aberystwyth attending training, as part of my continued development at a newly licenced minister in the Church in Wales. On Sunday morning we went to the church on the coast of Aberystwyth, called St Michaels. It was a windy, but pleasant, day and as I walked down the promenade towards the church I looked out over the sea and watched the waves crashing into the barrier of the promenade. They were awesome. 

Aberystwyth often appears in the news when there is a storm because of how it reveals the sheer the power of nature, at the coast. And it really did take my breath away. I can only imagine what is must have been like to be in the middle of waves like that, in a storm as described in the gospel reading.  

Creation, whether it’s in peace or chaos, has a habit of somehow stopping us in our tracks. As we look out over the landscape of the mountains or the sea, the jungle or the sand. It has been beautifully created and is powerful that’s for sure. 

And in our first reading, we hear the second of two creation narratives in Genesis, in which God creates the universe from nothing. In this second narrative, the style is much more of a story than Genesis 1, as we hear how God created a human being (which in Hebrew translates as Adham) out of the dust of the earth (in Hebrew, Adhamah).  So that, quite literally, the ‘earth creature’ might look after God’s earthly dwelling place, the garden in Eden. And Adam’s first task was to name the creatures of the earth.

But God, the source of all wisdom, recognised that it was important for Adam to have a partner, and so he put Adam to sleep and took out (what the original Hebrew indicates as much more than the ‘rib’ our English translations; better translated as) his side, and builds another human being. Both creatures made in God’s image an equal partnership. She was to be a helper, or ezer (in Hebrew), which usually refers to God’s strength and power (e.g. psalm 124.8 – our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth).

She was to be his intimate partner, saving him from loneliness. And Adam celebrates, recognising that they are made of the same stuff, of the same mind and soul, and in connection with the creator. The act of creating humanity is complete only when there is both man and woman. 

And the story places them in a garden in Eden, a place of safety where they are free to commune with God to draw upon his wisdom and power, and enjoy eternal life. Where there is a relationship of trust, openness and mutuality. 

This is what God intended for humanity, though if we are to read on we will see things go downhill fast, as sin is introduced into the relationship. 

In the reading from the gospel, we again get a glimpse of that divine relationship between humanity and God. This time in the unprotected environment outside of the garden, as a powerful storm hits the boat in which Jesus and his disciples are. The disciples turn to Jesus for help, and Jesus is asleep. When he wakes, he rebukes the waves and the wind, and the chaos of the storm becomes calm. A divine act of authority over nature leaves the disciples in fear and amazement.  

And we see that in Jesus’ presence, the disciples are protected, they are free to enjoy fellowship with God, and each other. Jesus tells them to have faith, a nudge I think for them to trust in his divine wisdom and authority, just as it was in the garden of Eden. 

And as we look ahead in the reading from revelation, we hear John receiving a vision of the future. A spectacular vision of the heavenly throne, in which we hear of representatives of the animal kingdom, the spiritual world and humanity, all gathered before God. Recognising God’s power and authority in heaven and earth, and in a state of perpetual worship. There are 24 elders, heavenly representatives of God’s people (thought to represent the 12 tribes of Judah and the 12 disciples). They all have thrones and crowns, indicating their authority, yet as they worship they lay down their crowns, recognising God’s ultimate power, and lying in complete submission to God. 

Whilst all three readings are wildly different, they share a joint narrative, with Genesis and Revelation acting as bookends to the story of creation. In which God is the creator of heaven and earth, with authority over all. The God who created humanity, men and women in his own image, and invited us into a relationship with him. A relationship in which God gave us joint purpose and direction; to care for creation, for the space in which we share fellowship with God, and to enjoy creation, leaning on God for his protection as we do. And, in entering into that relationship, we enter into both a perpetual act of worship and the fulfilment of our humanity.

	Notes:

There are many ways in which you can care for creation and enjoy fellowship with your creator in creation. But if you are interested in caring for creation in a practical way here in the ministry area, do let me know. We are currently working through an award to be an Eco Church and I’d love to hear your ideas. We are also planning number of activities where we would welcome volunteers, including the planting of wild gardens and making insect habitats in the church yards/grounds. 












