In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

A Story is told of a young couple who went on honeymoon and due to a flight delay arrived at their hotel in the early hours of the morning 

when they eventually woke they complained to the manager that their room was ridiculously small, had no windows and was furnished by a single bed settee. Having booked a honeymoon suite they’d been given a box room.

The manager accompanied them upstairs and asked if they had noticed the double doors, which the couple assumed was a wardrobe. He opened them to reveal a sumptuous room complete with four‐poster bed, a balcony with a sea view, flowers and bottle of champagne in an ice bucket. Mr and Mrs Glum had spent their wedding night in the lobby of the best suite in the best hotel in the country.

It can be the same with our Bible if we have never effectively sat down and read it properly. we might have experienced a few of the stories or books but never explored beyond the Sunday school stories we were taught in our youth. 
We haven’t discovered the treasures of the whole of scripture - of this collection of books which sits on our book shelves. 

We might look at the Bible as a big heavy tombe that seems in-accessible to the ordinary person but actually there are, many tools we have access to today which break to the Bible down into manageable chunks, lots of Bible reading notes, lots of courses, lots of books which help explain what is going on in the passage. 

On Amazon or in any of the Christian book shops there are many sets of notes which you can use - whether you are starting off, going deeper into the Bible. We all need help - so ask for it. 

In the Church in Wales there will be an online Advent course to help us think about the scriptures. I am also happy to chat to people, to share resources which I have found helpful - I know in my study there are many books which have helped me to apply the Bible text to various situations I have found myself in. 

As I have chatted to parishioners over the years both here and also other parishes - I have heard the comment that they find the bible difficult to understand in terms of the Language it uses. 
As I have chatted to them I have discovered they have been using an older translation of Scripture. 

If you are interested in reading the Bible - why not treat yourself to a modern translation with study notes included. Some of these have maps and modern links included in them. 

Recent surveys highlight that there are difficulties in reading scripture

27% of churchgoers say they read the Bible at least once per week outside of church attendance.

57% of church goers believe the Bible should shape their daily life ‘a great deal’.

In the Lord’s prayer we pray - give us today our daily bread - that bread is of course physical provision but it is also much more - it is the spiritual food. We sit down and have meals, but what importance are we placing in the spiritual food of Bible reading? 

Whilst in theological college the principal of the college used to quote a Chinese parable - a Book unopened is but a block of paper. Are we content in leaving the Bible unopened? or are going to try and step into the Bible as source of wisdom, as a guide to help our lives, of getting into an adventure of discovering who God is and how he can use each one of us?

Remind yourself that the Bible is a Library of 66 books - different writings, written over a considerable period of time
Why not set yourself a challenge over the next few weeks and begin to read a book of the Bible. Perhaps begin with a letter or gospel, perhaps read some of the psalms. If you need help ask me or any of the clergy. 

Nike has a great slogan - just do it - On this Bible Sunday why not commit this week to open your Bible and start reading, perhaps a bit over breakfast, at coffee break, over lunch time or whenever suits in your day. 

As I conclude we remind ourselves why we read the Bible at all .... from Romans 15 ... 
“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.” Amen




