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Sermon: ....

Today is Safeguarding Sunday. A day when we reflect on what safeguarding means in our church and amongst our church family. It is a serious matter; indeed we’ve heard just this week that Justin Welby Archbishop of Canterbury has resigned for not appropriately undertaking his safeguarding duties, and as a result abuse was allowed to continue. 

But safeguarding is more than the high-profile cases we see in the news. Safeguarding is about protecting ourselves and others from harm; it’s about keeping everyone safe. Of course, we all get things wrong, sometimes the things we do and say can hurt others, or we can get hurt by them. It is unfortunately part of our broken world. But it’s when our behavior, or the behavior of others, becomes abusive, whether on purpose or through neglect - that the law steps in. 

And the Church is no exception, harm happens everywhere. In homes, schools, with people we think of as friends, and in Church. Which, in this day and age, is very much an institution, with buildings and infrastructure and hierarchies. And of course, fallible human people. 

But in the gospel reading from today Jesus, draws our attention to the fact that religious institutions are far from perfect. As the disciples stand in awe of the spectacular infrastructure and the buildings, Jesus commends the disciples to fix their eyes instead on the kingdom of God. Reminding the disciples that things of human manufacture should not be worshiped, and that in the end days “Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”

And in the Psalm we hear that that’s because it is in only, ultimately, in God we trust. And it is in God we can be safe, we can take refuge when the things of this world decay and fall. In God we are ‘shown the path of life’, through the Son of God himself; Jesus. 

In the letter to the Hebrews the writer speaks of how, because of Jesus sacrifice for us all, we can go into the most ‘Holy Place’; that is, coming into relationship with God and dwelling in God’s presence. Something that prior to Jesus was almost impossible, even Moses had to veil his face after receiving the commandments. 

For the Holy place is a place free from sin and shame, and we hear in scripture (Revelation) that the kingdom of God there is no more crying, or hurt or pain, it is a place of peace and love and joy.  

And I believe that the Church is intended to be a place where we get a glimpse of the kingdom of God. In Hebrews Christ’s followers are encouraged to meet together, for worship, to help one another, to show love and do good. 
The Church, from the very beginning, and by it’s very nature, should be a place that is safe. And that’s why it’s important to have safeguarding. 

So, who is responsible for safeguarding in the Church, I hear you ask! 

Well, the short answer is that we ALL are. Not only are we all responsible for our own actions, but if we see something that is causing harm we all need to speak up. So, if you ever feel worried, upset, or unsure about something that happened to you or someone else, please tell someone you trust. It is by speaking up, we can help keep everyone safe. 

And we also have an MA Safeguarding Officer designated by Tredegar Park MA. That person is Helen Carey, and her role is to:
· Provide advice on the church’s Safeguarding policy and guidance to clergy and anyone else who might need it;
· She administers the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks, on anyone undertaking relevant roles in the MA, like the schools and the Messy Church team;
· She’s the one who advertises diocesan safeguarding training dates in the events sheet; and she works with the Provincial (Church in Wales) Safeguarding Training Officer to run training sessions in the MA on a periodic basis;
· And Helen provides regular safeguarding reports to the Ministry Area Council and attends the diocesan Ministry Area Safeguarding Officer network meetings (MASO); and works with the MA website administrator to keep our safeguarding pages up to date.

Helen is more than happy to have her contact details shared if you have any questions about any of those things or her role. You can find her details on the Safeguarding page on the website, or do ask any member of the ministry team. 

But just as important is what she DOES’NT do:

She doesn’t receive, investigate or respond to any safeguarding concerns in the MA. 

Any safeguarding concerns must be raised by either completing an online form on the Church in Wales website or contacting Colin Taylor, the Provincial Safeguarding Officer for Monmouth Diocese (who is a paid professional). 

And, of course, if you think that it’s an emergency, if someone is at immediate risk of harm to another or themselves, always call 999.

Together, let’s make the church a place that reflects the Kingdom of God, a safe place, free from harm and overflowing with love and joy and peace.

Contact details for: 
Helen Carey: helenlcarey@virginmedia.com or 07733 410155
Colin Taylor: 07956 790330 or colintaylor@cinw.org.uk.
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