	Sermon 

	Year C, 16th March 2025 Second Sunday of Lent

	Sermon….. Who does God say you are?....

Upon my initial reading of the scripture for today it was hard not to notice the imagery. Both describing God and the identity of humanity. 

In Genesis, God calls Godself a shield; Abram calls himself childless; In Philippians, St Paul calls Jesus - Saviour and Lord and Christians Citizens of Heaven; In Luke, Jesus calls Herod a fox, himself a mother hen and God’s people as her chicks.

Scripture is full of images we try and use to describe God; there’s the fire of God found so often in the Old Testament, the great eagle, the Lion of Judah. But the descriptions used today, especially the ones used by God about Godself are particularly interesting. And I can’t help but notice the tension between how God sees the people in the story and the way humanity describes itself. 

The way we describe ourselves goes to the heart of our identity. Not just in what we say, but also as we describe ourselves to the world, in the way we behave.
 
Abram (who is not yet Abraham) has many great worldly qualities, he is well off (in Chapter 14 we hear about how, in Egypt, he has sheep, oxen, donkeys, slaves, and camels). He is a man of faith (Chapter 12, Chapter 15), and a man of integrity (Chapter 14). 

But he longs for a child, and when God comes to him in a vision offering a ‘great reward’ his response is somewhat odd. ‘Lord God what can you give me seeing that I am childless’. 

For, in Abram’s reality, his view of himself, is that of an old, childless man and he was preoccupied with his legacy. Without an heir he reflects on his life and recognises that more stuff is worthless. Nothing God could give him, no great reward, would be of value to Abram. Except, that is, a child… And that is what God promises. But more than that, our generous God, promises Abram descendants, as numerous as the stars in the sky. 

Indeed, God knows Abram’s past, his childless present but also his future. A future as patriarch of God’s people, a people more numerous than the stars in the sky that would bless all nations. Abram was man of immeasurable value to God.
 
Likewise in Paul’s letter to the Philippians, as he cautions the reader about people who, perhaps even call themselves Christians yet, embark on behaviour so unlike that of the people of God, he describes them as enemies of the cross of Christ. It is a stark contrast from his image of the church in Philippi, people faithful to God, who I am sure are far from perfect (and I can relate to that), yet he calls them citizens of heaven.  Citizenship being highly prized and we know is held in the highest esteem for Paul. 

And in calling them Citizens of Heaven, he is reflecting the image God has of humanity, of a people living on earth but who through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, are brought into a heavenly community with one another. 

That image of belonging in community is something that Jesus himself alludes to in the gospel according to Luke, when he describes his relationship with God’s chosen people. As he described himself as a mother hen, a deeply feminine and maternal image, longing to gather up her chicks under her wings. 

It’s unusual imagery, especially when he also calls Herod a fox, it feels quite vulnerable. But it is one that I rather suspect reflects the reality of the world then and now. A world in which, you only need to watch the news to see, that it’s full of predators, only too eager to pounce on the weak.

Yet the God of heaven, maker of all creation, God of all power and authority and splendour, chose to become vulnerable. Who chose to become a human being and walk amongst the predators. Who chose to lead peacefully, and gently and humbly. And in doing so he revealed new depth to our image of God.

And during Jesus’ walk on this earth he nurtured and loved into being a new creation, a community of people that would become Citizens of Heaven. People who on the outside appear ordinary, vulnerable and fallible. But people that he would empower, and teach, and love, and transform into his heavenly likeness – from the inside out. A people that would be a blessing to all the nations.

It’s a thought provoking and powerful image of the church and of God’s people. But I wonder, is it how you would have described yourself. Is that how do you see yourself today? Are you predator or prey, fox or chick. 

And will today be the day when you step into your God given identity as a Citizen of Heaven and child of God?.... 
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