	Sermon – Yr C 3rd Sunday of Lent (23/03/2025)

	Come to me, God’s offer of Kingdom living 

There has been much in the way of debate in the news and across the UK, these past weeks, on the matter of disability and getting people back into work. With proposed reforms to parts of the benefits system, particularly those that relate to disability. 

Whatever your views on the benefits system in this country, and I don’t propose to make this a party-political sermon. The resulting debate I fear has sadly lead to in something of a demonisation of people with disability, promoting a culture of us and them. ‘Us’, as the givers and ‘them’ as the takers. Failing to recognise that we are all participants in the society we live in.

With the state placing itself as the provider, ‘us’ the non-disabled person who works, providing an unsustainably generous wealth, a great feast upon which the lowly poor and disabled are just feeding upon. But this is not new, indeed I see echoes of a similar debate in our readings from the lectionary today. 

We begin with the passage from Isaiah, in the Old Testament. In this beautiful passage of prose, Isaiah presents an offer to all God’s people, to the exiles of Jerusalem, and through them the whole world will be blessed. No catch! All who ask for God’s mercy will receive it. 

‘Come to the water all who are thirsty; though you have no money, come! Buy and eat; come and buy wine and milk without money, free! 

It is a picture of God’s extravagant invitation into the banquet of the Kingdom of God. Of the abundant grace of God, and of his generous forgiveness and mercy. 

A grace that is not earnt or achieved, a grace that is not worked for but rather is freely given. Given out of love and because of Christ’s sacrifice for us all upon the cross. 

But whilst God’s grace is endless, the reading from Corinthians and the gospel both caution against the human trappings of pride, and a cheapening, even a rejection of God’s grace in what we do. 

St Paul in his letter to the Corinthians is responding to questions asked by the church in Corinth. Some of whom suggest that if all they’ve done wrong is forgiven, they can behave how they like; worshiping the idols of the world, putting God to the test and taking part in shameful and immoral acts.

Paul cautions against such things and telling them not to be smug, in their firm stand for Christ. Keep alert lest you fall away. For, the gifts and grace of God is for all the world to enjoy.  

Likewise Jesus cautions against the pride and judgement of others in the passage from John. There being a prevailing view, that I think still exists in some form in society today; that that those who suffer misfortune and adversity, those who are sick or disabled, those who are less intellectually gifted, those who are poor. Somehow those people are less deserving of God’s grace, they are less deserving of God’s forgiveness, and it is God himself who has afflicted them. 

If only they were better people, then their lives wouldn’t be so bad. 

If they were less sinful then Pilate would not have murdered them. 

If they were less sinful the tower wouldn’t have fallen on them. 

If they were less sinful, they wouldn’t be disabled.

And because ‘we’ are better than them, because ‘we’ are God’s chosen people, ‘we’ are safe, ‘we’ are special and blessed. Why should ‘we’ have compassion and mercy on ‘them’, why should ‘we’ care.  

Whilst I think society is perhaps less likely to attribute afflictions to God, there is still a school of thought that attributes afflictions and adversity to the person, like they somehow brought it on themselves. So why should the rest of society pay for it.

Jesus takes short shrift to that idea. ‘I tell you no! But unless you repent, you will all perish.’ 

Unlike the disability benefits system, designed to help those for whom disability costs them more to live, to work, to socialise. But doesn’t actually change society itself.

God’s gift of grace is available to us all. All we need to do is accept it. And this abundantly generous gift, benefits not only the recipient, but is designed to benefit and to change society. Because of course God’s grace changes who we are, from the inside out.

When we walk with God and when we drink from the spring of life, the spirit lives in us. When we eat of the bread of life, it transforms us. From a fig tree that does not bear any fruit, sucking the resources from the soil around it, into a fig tree that does bear fruit. 

And what does that fruit look like. Well to quote Galatians 5 (v22-23), ‘the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control’. 

Society is therefor changed because of the presence of these kinds of gifts in the people who live in it. Where in Bassaleg and Rogerstone and High Cross and Duffryn, and the Gaer, and in Maesglas, and in Stow Park Circle, and in all of Newport, people know that there is something different. Because the people who are part of this church, who are part of all the Christian churches here are all known; not for how judgy they are, or how middle class they are, or not for how worldly they are, or even how many facts they know about the bible; but for their love, their joy, their peace, their patience and their kindness.

And those are the kinds of gifts that makes the world a better and more accessible place for everyone to live in. Where people act in love, and who don’t think first of themselves, but think of others and what their needs are. Who act to build up the body of Christ and to in doing so spread that generous invitation of God into the kingdom of God.

So I wonder, what are you known for, how is your walk with God revealing the gifts of the Holy Spirit living in you. How is your life in Christ transforming the place where you live? 



