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Sermon: .... What’s your gift? 

Ah I love a good wedding, such a joyful occasion and a celebration of love between two people is always a good reason to party. It’s funny there were seasons in my life when I always seemed to be going to wedding. Not so much these days! I think that’s in part my age, but also there has been a change in societies view on weddings. With many not getting married until much later or not at all. I was talking to somebody recently who said that ‘It was just a very expensive piece of paper,’ it didn’t matter to them.

But I’ve got to be honest, that’s not my experience. The act of getting married very much did change my relationship, despite being together for nearly 4 years before getting married. It’s hard to put my finger on it, but there was something profound about being in a married partnership. 

The readings from today point towards what that might be. Speaking of a change in status between bride and bridegroom, a uniting, of purpose; and a change, an elevation, in the way in which they see each other. 

In our gospel reading for today we hear the famous story in which Jesus turned water into wine, set in a wedding in Cana. It too marked the beginning of something new, the beginning of his public ministry. It is the first of the stories from John (of which there are nine) that are described as signs, through which God revealed his glory in Jesus. 

But as I read afresh the story for today, I was struck less by the miracle and more by Mary. John says, Jesus’ mother was there, (oh and by the way) Jesus and his disciples had also been invited. When it came to the wedding it seems that Mary was the key person, possibly even having been involved in the organisation. 

And it’s Mary who makes Jesus aware of the ‘problem’ with the wine. Expecting, for some reason, that Jesus would be able to do something about it. 

There’s no reason (in Johns’s gospel anyway) to think she expected a miracle (remember this is Jesus’ first recorded miracle in scripture). But she clearly expected something of her son and trusted that he would be able to resolve, the very embarrassing prospect of revealing the lack of wine to the other guests. 

At first Jesus pushes back, ‘why do you involve me. My hour has not yet come’. An interesting response, not ‘well, what do you think I can do about it?’, but rather ‘my hour has not yet come’. Jesus referring to his hour, a clear reference to his messianic status and the path that would take him to the cross. But Mary persists and instructs the servants to do whatever he asks.  Jesus relents, and what follows is the miracle of the water being turned into wine. 

I wonder, did Jesus in that moment recognise the symbolism of the day, was the running out of wine not an accident but a God-incident after all? Did Mary have some gift of insight into Jesus’ changing role and status or was it God’s prompting? Whatever the reason Mary asked, and Jesus responded; this miracle of the water and wine, at a wedding, was of profound significance.

Because of course the Jew’s expected the coming of the Messiah to be a messianic wedding banquet. With prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah speaking of a great feast of God’s kingdom. Indeed Jesus himself speaks of the Kingdom being like a wedding banquet in one of his parables. It was expected that when the Messiah came, he would inaugurate the Kingdom feast and provide wine! 

In the reading from Isaiah, he tells that when ‘righteousness’ comes (or vindication and salvation in other translations), it will be like a wedding. God’s people will be the bride and God the bridegroom; Zion (or Jerusalem) will have a new name. 
So often in the Old Testament a "new name" is the pledge of divine action, a change in the status or character of a person (e.g., Ge 17:5, 15), as they are endowed with a new spirit-filled personality and pattern of behaviours. God will also endow her with a crown of splendour and God will rejoice in her. So much so that ALL the nations will see her glory. 

And so the Messianic age is born, Jesus inaugurates God’s kingdom just as God promised. And at the wedding there was feasting. Only….. nobody else knew what Jesus had done, only the disciples, Mary and the servants. This sign was to be an encouragement to the disciples, John saying that after they believed in him. 

But as we all know, the wedding is just the beginning of a marriage, there would be much more to come. More signs and more miracles, and more revealing by the Holy Spirit about who Jesus really is. 

And in the reading from 1 Corinthians, Paul unpacks the role of the Holy Spirit in all of this. Not just to prompt Mary to ask and Jesus to use his gifts to perform miracles but also in the church after the resurrection and Jesus’ ascension. And, just maybe, in the church now?... 

For the Holy Spirit still reveals the truth of Jesus in the hearts of people today, in me and in you. And the Holy Spirit gives us all gifts, powers, talents (whatever you’d like to call them). Given, as Paul says, ‘For the common good’, given because God is at work, given that that through us, He might build up His Church and God’s Kingdom here on earth. 

And whilst it might be tempting to covet the flashy miracle performing water into wine (wouldn’t that be handy), we are given gifts necessary for the common good. Gifts of administration, organisation, gifts of a servant heart, of music, of speaking, of encouragement, of creativity, of healing. 

One is not more important than another, but all are vital. Isn’t that fantastic?... As a church that is certainly something to celebrate, it’s something we should seek in ourselves and in others. Just as Mary did. In order that we might further God’s kingdom.

So I wonder, what’s your God given gift? How about the person sat next to you. In your prayers today, be courageous, and ask God to show you!  
 



