“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ — John 11:40
This Sunday is the day the Christian church sets aside to honour all of the Saints, the famous and the everyday saints, remembering their lives and faithful witness. It is a day of celebration and remembering, a time of reflection and thanksgiving. Coupled with All souls this is the time where tears and belief mingle to yield hope in the grace and glory of God.
Death shadows our days on this earth, and humans have long struggled to make sense of time, existence, and purpose. For the ancients, life was cyclical, a great wheel with death as its hub. Even Roman poet Marcus Manilius supposedly said “We begin to die as soon as we are born, and the end is linked to the beginning.” Against this darkly matter-of-fact view of life stands the contrasting and hopeful biblical notion of time.
All Saints and All souls gives us an excellent opportunity to honour the journey of life and to tell the stories of those who have lived the faith and influenced our own discipleship. Through the Eucharist, the word, song, prayer, and meal, we place ourselves in the great narrative of God’s loving and constant interaction with humankind. We celebrate that this life is not the end of the story. Our lives are not merely a rotation of some great wheel, but rather a slice of eternity and a glimpse of the glory of God.
The limits of our human vision and the reality of our span of life bring the tears–and there are plenty of tears in the our readings for this Sunday and in the lives of God’s people. Thankfully, the tears will not last. Time goes on and by faith we place ourselves in the story of the faithful, in the great narrative of salvation that promises a day when the “LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines” and will “swallow up death forever” (Isaiah 25:6, 8a). Then God will wipe away those tears and rejoicing will replace them. And as John of Patmos writing the book Revelation sees in his vision of hope and glory, God will dwell among mortals, again wiping those tears and removing pain and mourning. Death will no longer cast its shadow, and all things will be new (see Revelation 21:1-6).
Today, as we celebrate All Saints’ Day, we are honouring all those who have come before, all those with us now, and all of those yet to come who have obeyed the commands of God at all costs. Today we are celebrating not only the canonically recognized saints, but also those who have not been canonically recognized. 
As Christians, we hold these Saints in high regard, and we have named our churches in honour of their Godly work. 
As humans, we often have neglected to realise the true humanness of these saints and instead revere them as living nothing but holy lives. The truth is these men and women were just as human as you and I. All of them were, are, will be ordinary people. They just had extraordinary lives – extraordinary lives because they set their minds on divine things and obeyed the command of God at every impasse.
We all believe in the resurrection of the body, and we all know that one day, like Lazarus, we too will hear Jesus commanding us to “come out.” Like the saints, we too can live an extraordinary life if we only obey every command that Christ gives us. 
This day is one of hope, of remembrance and newness surely to come. So as you sing, proclaim, name the saints and perhaps light candles or share story and images, remember this great hope, this great procession of faith, and always, the good news of Jesus. Surely all who believe–across time and space–will see the glory of God revealed 
Amen
