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Sermon: .... Humility and calling 
Some of you will be aware that last year the Diocese of Monmouth launched six core values, that they think are important to be evident in the churches and church communities across the diocese. We’ve talked about them at diocesan conferences and in networking meetings and they have been shared in diocesan emails and weekly updates. And, upon reading the three passages for today, I was struck by how much they spoke into one of the values in particular. But before we dig into that, I wonder does anyone know what the Diocesan Values are? 

	Love 
‘Let all that you do be done in love’ 
1 Corinthians 16:14
	Joy
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Philippians 4:4 

	Generosity 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than we can ask or imagine to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Ephesians 3:20,21
	Courage 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Ps 27:1

	Humility
Follow the example of Jesus, “who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited” Philippians 2:6
	Integrity
But you have upheld me because of my integrity and set me in your presence forever. Psalm 41:12


  
The one I’m struck by and would like to talk about today is Humility.  Which if we were asked to define it, we would probably all come out with different definitions. None of which I expect are especially complementary. Indeed the Cambridge dictionary definition describes humility as ‘the quality of not being proud, because you are aware of your bad qualities’.

It might be easy for us to consider humility as a somewhat negative unattractive value. Indeed, it’s hard work to be with someone who is always harping on about their bad qualities. Perhaps even completely lacking the self-awareness of their brilliant qualities. 

And for me, the virtue of humility is so much more than a focus on the negative. For me, Christian humility, is rather a matter of self-awareness and an awareness too of the brilliance of those around us. And indeed, in all three passages we see the humility of different subjects coming to the fore. 

In the passage from Isaiah, he has a vision and describes being taken up into the heavenly court. And we hear of an amazing scene, with seraphim’s (heavenly beings whose glory shone like fire). But even they hide their faces from the brightness and the glory of God. You’ll also note they hide their feet, an act suggestive of humility. And, upon recognising he is in the presence of God, Isaiah suddenly recognises his own sinfulness, and cries out (verse 5); 
“Woe is me! I am doomed, for my own eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts, I, a man of unclean lips, I, who dwell among a people of unclean lips.”
Because of course, anyone who saw God in Isaiah’s day expected to die immediately (see Ge 16:13; 32:30; Ex 33:20).

In the reading from Corinthians, Paul is writing to the church in Corinth, a church questioning the resurrection. And Paul is reminding them of the gospel and the many witnesses to Jesus’ appearances after the resurrection. And then, as he reflects, Paul seems to go off on a bit of a tangent, describing himself as the least of the apostles - because he persecuted the church of God. Paul in his own strength went down a path of persecution and hate. Only coming to faith, after meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus. 

And in the reading from the gospel according to Luke, Simon after witnessing the miracle of the fish said; “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” Confronted by the glory of God, revealed in Jesus, he becomes aware of his own humanity and sinfulness. 
It seems that coming into the presence of God, and in recognising God’s glory, (for these 3 men at least), results in a humble self-awareness of their own humanity. 

Yet. Yet! That’s not where God leaves them, and all three are subsequently called by God into his service. Not because they are worthy or special or talented human beings, but in their humility – God’s grace is sufficient for them, for God’s power is made perfect their weakness.” (1 Corinthians 12.9) 

Isaiah is called to be a preacher and a prophet, Paul is called to preach the gospel to the gentiles, and Simon Peter is called to be Jesus’ disciple and ultimately the rock upon which Christ’s church will stand. 

Paul describes his calling and apostleship a gift of God and for those called into God’s service; called to do something for God – be it priest, teacher, worship leader, church warden, flower arranger, cook, table putter outer. We do it in God’s strength not ours. We do it because we are made clean/worthy by virtue of what Jesus has done for us. 

Indeed Simon had spent all night fishing on the lake and had come up with nothing. But when Jesus sent him into that same lake, he pulled up so many fish that his nets could not hold them. For when Jesus came into his life and called him into the service of God, it was God’s strength in which he worked. 

And when Christ calls us to follow him, when we are baptised into the church of God, we come just as we are, in all our brokenness and frailty. In God’s presence we might feel unworthy to even stand before God. And if you do, you’re in good company. 

But that doesn’t mean that God can’t use you. That doesn’t mean that God isn’t calling you into his service. That doesn’t mean that God can’t do wonderful things through you, be that the service of prayer, of teaching or preaching, or prophecy, or kindness, or helpfulness, or peace-making. 

So, when God says ‘who shall I send’, have the humility and courage to say ‘Here I am Lord, send me’. 
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